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This work presents Maimonides against the religious background that
informed his many innovative and influential choices. The text not only
analyses the thought of the great religious thinker but contextualizes it
in terms of the 'proto-kabbalistic' Judaism that preceded him. The
volume shows how the Judaism that Maimonides knew had come to
conceptualize the world as an enchanted universe, governed by occult
affinities. It shows why Maimonides rejected this and how he went
about doing it. The book argues that Maimonides' attempted
reformation failed, the clearest proof of that being the success of the
kabbalistic counter-reformation which his writings provoked. It shows
how Maimonides rethought Judaism in different ways.



