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Second language assessment is ubiquitous. It has found its way from
education into questions about access to professions and migration.
This volume focuses on the main debates and research advances in
second language assessment in the last fifty years or so, showing the
influence of linguistics, politics, philosophy, psychology, sociology, and
psychometrics. There are four parts which, when taken together,
address the principles and practices of second language assessment
while considering its impact on society. Read separately, each part
addresses a different aspect of the field. Part I deals with the
conceptual foundations of second language assessment with chapters
on the purposes of assessment, and standards and frameworks, as well
as matters of scoring, quality assurance, and test validation. Part II
addresses the theory and practice of assessing different second
language skills including aspects like intercultural competence and
fluency. Part III examines the challenges and opportunities of second
language assessment in a range of contexts. In addition to chapters on
second language assessment on a national scale, there are chapters on
learning-oriented assessment, as well as the uses of second language
assessment in the workplace and for migration. Part IV examines a
selection of important issues in the field that deserve attention. These
include the alignment of language examinations to external
frameworks, the increasing use of technology to both deliver and score
second language tests, the responsibilities associated with assessing
test takers with special needs, the concept of 'voice' in second language
assessment, and assessment literacy for teachers and other test and
score users.
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Il y a 130 ans, des paysans égyptiens découvraient par hasard des
lettres adressées au pharaon Akhenaton à la fin du xive siècle av. J.-C.
Ces tablettes en écriture cunéiforme, envoyées par les rois des régions
alentours, ont ouvert une perspective passionnante sur les origines de
la diplomatie dans le Proche-Orient ancien. Dans la lignée de cette
trouvaille déterminante, de nombreuses fouilles menées depuis la fin
du xixe siècle en Syrie, Turquie ou Irak, ont dévoilé l’incroyable
diversité des alliances conclues entre le IIIe et le Ier millénaire.  L’
ouvrage de Dominique Charpin, issu de son enseignement au Collège
de France, dresse une synthèse sans précédent sur la question des
échanges diplomatiques au Proche-Orient ancien. D’abord serments
prêtés entre les rois, où le geste se joint à la parole sous l’égide des
dieux, les alliances deviennent de véritables traités qui courent jusqu’
aux générations suivantes et s’étendent à toute la population. L’
expansion et la pérennisation des alliances traduisent le passage d’un
engagement personnel à un écrit qui lie toute une collectivité. Exemple
fascinant de la façon dont droit et religion s’entremêlent dans le
Proche-Orient ancien, les alliances sont essentielles pour comprendre
la naissance de l’État ou encore la façon dont les auteurs de la Bible
concevaient celle entre Dieu et son peuple.
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Sommario/riassunto The international conference on Knowledge Management in 2009
(ICKM) was held in Hong Kong. The papers chosen from the event focus
on the growing recognition that knowledge management is socially
constructed and how offering motivations can foster a positive sense of
community, yielding a higher level of knowledge sharing, especially in
virtual environments. Some of the articles chosen from the conference
include case studies on designing a conceptual model for a virtual
community of practice for knowledge sharing, supporting and
developing knowledge sharing in immersive virtual worlds and also a
valuable case study on creating a knowledge strategies for non-profit
organizations. In total five papers in this e-book contribute to the
growing development of Knowledge Management.
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