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The historical background and contemporary setting -- Mao, Stalin,
and transforming China's economy: 1948-1952 -- Stalin's short course
and Mao's socialist economic transformation of China in the early
1950s -- Mao's formulation of the general line for socialist transition:
October 1952-September 1953 -- Mao's general line for socialist
transition, October-December 1953 -- Conclusion: Mao, Stalin, and
China's road to socialism.

In the first systematic study of its kind, Hua-yu Li explains why, in
1953, Mao suddenly changed direction in economic policy and
launched China on a Stalinist road to socialism. In so doing, he
profoundly changed the country's economic and political landscape.
Including rich archival materials recently released from China and
Russia, this book carefully examines Mao's ideological orientation and
his relationship with Stalin. Li argues that Mao made this policy shift for
two reasons: his commitment to Stalin's ideas as expressed in an
influential historical text compiled under Stalin's guidanc
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