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This book is a study of political thought in Islam from the viewpoint of
the history of ideas and the relevance of these ideas to contemporary
Arabic political discourse. The author examines the use of the classical
Islamic tradition (turath) and its religious and philosophical
components by the three dominant Arabic political discourses: the
Islamists, apologists and intellectuals. The book analyzes the different
assumptions advanced by these discourses and the way they propose
to apply or restore the turath in the present. Exploring connections
between the medieval Islamic
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