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Did the ‘seventeenth-century crisis’ visit the Ottoman Empire? How can
we situate the explosion of rural violence and the rebellions of the turn
of the seventeenth century in the Anatolian countryside? The Collapse
of Rural Order in Ottoman Anatolia provides the reader with a fresh and
innovative perspective on the long scholarly debate over the question
of ‘decline’ in early modern Ottoman history. It offers a new agenda,
new type of source material, and a new methodology for the study of
demographic crisis. Through a systematic examination of little-known
detailed avarz registers, Oktay Ozel demonstrates in detail the mass
desertion of rural settlements, the destruction of agricultural economy,
and the resulting collapse of rural order in Ottoman Anatolia at the turn
of the seventeenth century.
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These proceedings contain the refereed full technical papers presented
at the 26th Annual European Conference on Information Retrieval (ECIR
2004). ECIR is the annual conference of the British Computer Society’s
specialist group in Information Retrieval. This year the conference was
held at the School of Computing and Technology at the University of
Sunderland. ECIR began life as the Annual Collogquium on Information
Retrieval Research. The colloquium was held in the UK each year until
1998 when the event was held in Grenoble, France. Since then the
conference venue has alternated between the United Kingdom and



Continental Europe, and the event was renamed the European
Conference on Information Retrieval. In recent years, ECIR has
continued to grow and has become the major European forum for the
discussion of research in the field of Information Retrieval. To mark this
metamorphosis from a small informal colloquium to a major event in
the IR research calendar, the BCS-IRSG decided to rename the event to
the European Conference on Information Retrieval. ECIR2004 received
88 full paper submissions, from across Europe and further a field
including North America, China and Australia, a testament to the
growing popularity and reputation of the conference. Out of the 88
submitted papers, 28 were accepted for presentation. All papers were
reviewed by at least three reviewers. Among the accepted papers 11
have a student as the primary author, illustrating that the traditional
student focus of the original colloquium is alive today.



