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It took a mid-twentieth century art show in Milan to rediscover this
Italian artist, emblematic of the Baroque period, who lived during the
second half of the 16th and first half of the 17th centuries.
Michelangelo Merisi was born to a family of modest means in 1571
near Milan. At the age of thirteen, he became an apprentice of the
painter Simone Peterzano, who taught him artistic techniques and the
use of colours. But he was attracted by Rome, with its fast pace of life
and its loose morals. In 1597, he became the protege to a noble
cardinal who assisted him in securing important orders, such






