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"Employing original fieldwork, historical analysis, and sociological
theory, Sekine and Bonanno probe how Japan's food and agriculture
sectors have been shaped by the global push toward privatization and



corporate power, known in the social science literature as
neoliberalism. They also examine related changes that have occurred
after the triple disaster of March 2011 (the earthquake, tsunami, and
meltdown of the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear reactor), noting that
reconstruction policy has favored deregulation and the reduction of
social welfare. Sekine and Bonanno stress the incompatibility of the
requirements of neoliberalism with the structural and cultural
conditions of Japanese agri-food. Local farmers' and fishermen's
emphasis on community collective management of natural resources,
they argue, clashes with neoliberalism's focus on individualism and
competitiveness. The authors conclude by pointing out the resulting
fundamental contradiction: The lack of recognition of this
incompatibility allows the continuous implementation of market
solutions to problems that originate in these very market mechanisms"
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This open access book examines how and why the UK's approach
towards increasing cultural participation has largely failed to address
inequality and inequity in the subsidised cultural sector despite long-
standing international policy discourse on this issue. It further
examines why meaningful change in cultural policy has not been more
forthcoming in the face of this apparent failure. This work examines
how a culture of mistrust, blame, and fear between policymakers,
practitioners, and participants has resulted in a policy environment that
engenders overstated aims, accepts mediocre quality evaluations,
encourages narratives of success, and lacks meaningful critical
reflection. It shows through extensive field work with cultural
professionals and participants how the absence of criticality,
transparency, and honesty limits the potential for policy learning, which
the authors argue is a precondition to any radical policy change and is
necessary for developing a greater understanding ofthe social
construction of policy problems. The book presents a new framework
that encourages more open and honest conversations about failure in
the cultural sector to support learning strategies that can help avoid
these failures in the future.
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