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After their sequestering on reservations across the West, American
Indians suffered from appalling rates of disease and morbidity. While
the United States Indian Service (Bureau of Indian Affairs) provided
some services prior to 1908, it was not until then that the Indian
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Medical Service was established for the purpose of providing services to
American Indians. Born in an era of assimilation and myths of vanishing
Indians, the Indian Medical Service provided emergency and curative
care with little forethought of preventive medicine. DeJong argues that
the U.S. Congress provided little more tha


