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During the battle of Gettysburg, as Union troops along Cemetery Ridge
rebuffed Pickett's Charge, they were heard to shout, ""Give them
Fredericksburg!"" Their cries reverberated from a clash that, although
fought some six months earlier, clearly loomed large in the minds of
Civil War soldiers. Fought on December 13, 1862, the battle of
Fredericksburg ended in a stunning defeat for the Union. Confederate
general Robert E. Lee suffered roughly 5,000 casualties but inflicted
more than twice that many losses--nearly 13,000--on his opponent,
General Ambrose Burnside. As news of the Union lo
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