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Rhetoric, celebration, and ritual: building a collective memory in the
postwar South -- Remembering the Confederacy: ceremony in the
postwar South, 1865-1920s -- The road to secession and war: the
oratorical defense of the Confederacy and the Old South -- Creating
the myths of the war: martyrs and scapegoats of the Confederacy --
Creating the myths of Reconstruction, redemption, reconciliation, and
the new and future South: the rest of the story -- The persistence of a
myth: the lost cause in the modern South.

Rhetoric and ritual commemorating war has been a part of human
culture for ages. In Enduring Legacy, W. Stuart Towns explores the
crucial role of rhetoric and oratory in creating and propagating a "Lost
Cause" public memory of the American South.  Enduring Legacy
explores the vital place of ceremonial oratory in the oral tradition in the



South. It analyses how rituals such as Confederate Memorial Day,
Confederate veteran reunions, and dedication of Confederate
monuments have contributed to crea



