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Circumstellar disks are vast expanses of dust that form around new
stars in the earliest stages of their birth. Predicted by astronomers as
early as the eighteenth century, they weren't observed until the late
twentieth century, when interstellar imaging technology enabled us to
see nascent stars hundreds of light years away. Since then,
circumstellar disks have become an area of intense study among
astrophysicists, largely because they are thought to be the forerunners
of planetary systems like our own-the possible birthplaces of planets.
This volume brings



