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The world of today must face up to two contradictory energy problems:
on the one hand, there is the sharply growing consumer demand in
countries such as China and India. On the other hand, natural resources
are dwindling. Moreover, many of those countries which still possess
substantial gas and oil supplies are politically unstable. As a result,
renewable natural energy sources have received great attention. Among
these, solar-cell technology is one of the most promising candidates.
However, there still remains the problem of the manufacturing costs of
such cells. Many attempts have been made
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