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What if the creator of the world were evil? What if Christ, the Son, were
the antagonist not the ally of the Father? Nuttall tracks this subversive
theology from the Gnostics of the second century, through its flickering
reappearance in Marlowe and Milton, to its full development in Blake. -
;The Trinity of orthodox Christianity is harmonious. The Trinity for
Blake is, conspicuously, not a happy family: the Father and the Son do
not get on. It might be thought that so cumbersome a notion is
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inconceivable before the rise of Romanticism but the Ophite Gnostics of
the second century AD appear to


