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Since antiquity, perceptive thinkers in western culture have maintained
that literature has its own rationality, a rationality as valid in its own
domain as the reasoning of theoretical and empirical science. The
dismissal of literature's rationality in our own scientific era has wreaked
havoc in the philosophy of education, sowed discord in religion, and
led poets like William Blake to warn of our diminished humanity. And
yet, in spite of their uneasy relations, there is a mutuality between
literature and science. The author, Jane Rupert, tries to draw out this
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