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Since the first development of lithium-ion batteries in the early 1990's,
there have been tremendous advances in the science and technology of
these electrochemical energy sources. At present, lithium batteries
dominate the field of advanced power sources and have almost entirely
replaced their bulkier and less energetic counterparts such as nickel-
cadmium and nickel-metalhydride batteries; especially in portable
electronic devices. But lithium batteries are still the object of
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continuing intense research aimed at making further improvements in
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