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In Created Equal, Joshua Berman engages the text of the Hebrew Bible
from a novel perspective, considering it as a document of social and
political thought. He proposes that the Pentateuch can be read as the
earliest prescription on record for the establishment of an egalitarian
polity. What emerges is the blueprint for a society that would stand in
stark contrast to the surrounding cultures of the ancient Near East --
Egypt, Mesopotamia, Ugarit, and the Hittite Empire - in which the
hierarchical structure of the polity was centered on the figure of the



king and his retinue. Berman shows that



