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Spartacus (109?7—71 bce), the slave who rebelled against Rome, has
been a source of endless fascination, the subject of myth-making in his
own time, and of movie-making in ours. Hard facts about the man have
always yielded to romanticized tales and mystifications. In this riveting,
compact account, Aldo Schiavone rescues Spartacus from the murky
regions of legend and brings him squarely into the arena of serious
history. Schiavone transports us to Italy of the first century bce, where
the pervasive institution of slavery dominates all aspects of Roman life.
In this historic landscape, carefully reconstructed by the author, we
encounter Spartacus, who is enslaved after deserting from the Roman
army to avoid fighting against his native Thrace. Imprisoned in Capua
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and trained as a gladiator, he leads an uprising that will shake the
empire to its foundations. While the grandeur of the Spartacus story
has always been apparent, its political significance has been less clear.
What were his ambitions? Often depicted as the leader of a class
rebellion that was fierce in intent but ragtag in makeup and
organization, Spartacus emerges here in a very different light: the
commander of an army whose aim was to incite Italy to revolt against
Rome and to strike at the very heart of the imperial system. Surprising,
persuasive, and highly original, Spartacus challenges the lore and
illuminates the reality of a figure whose achievements, and whose
ultimate defeat, are more extraordinary and moving than the fictions
we make from them.
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Siraya is a Formosan language once spoken around Tainan City in
southwest Taiwan. This comprehensive study is based on an analysis of
the language of the Siraya Gospel of St. Matthew, which was translated
from the Dutch in 1661. It contains a grammar, lexicon and extensive
text with interlinear glossing as well as an introduction with detailed
background information. Siraya has many unique linguistic features,



which are of great interest to the study of linguistic typology in general.
They include various reduplication patterns, orientation prefixes
(adding the notions of motion, location or comitation to a verb) and
anticipating sequences. The latter are (usually) formal elements of the
lexical verb, such as a first consonant or a first syllable, which are
prefixed to the auxiliary. Siraya is also of crucial importance for the
prehistory of Taiwan because it is one of the first languages to branch
off from the Austronesian language family, which has more than 1200
members. The volume is a major contribution to the Siraya people who
are keen to rehabilitate Siraya culture heritage and are endeavouring to
learn their lost language again. It is a unique achievement in the
endeavour to revitalise the traditional languages of Taiwan.



