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The law frequently looks to mental health professionals to help
determine whether defendants can be deemed culpable for crimes or
incarcerated to prevent them from harming others. The cases of
Charles McCoy, who plead not guilty by reason of insanity to the
Interstate 270 shootings in Ohio, and Patricia Johnson, who recently
won the right to a new trial for the 1991 murder of her husband to
allow the court to consider battered woman syndrome in her defense,
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involve countless mental health professionals arguing from both sides
of the bench. They also demonstrate that these cases figure prominen


