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Since the early 1990s, the achievement of '‘good governance' has been a
dominant discourse in the pursuit of social and economic development.

This book presents a critical challenge to the contemporary
development paradigm of good governance.Based on original
ethnographic fieldwork on urban water governance reforms in south

India (Karnataka), the book examines the two propositions that underlie

the current good governance debate. The first refers to a claim that
good governance is both democratic and pro-market. The second to
the claim that commercially-oriented water services, whether private



