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"Since the structural change in Indian society that began in the 1990s -
the result of the liberalization of the economy, devolution of power,

and decentralization of the government - an unprecedented,
democratic transformation has been taking place. This has caused the
emergence of unexpected coalitions and alliances across diverse
castes, classes, and religious groups according to the issues involved.
In this volume, we intend to understand this deepening of democracy
by employing a new analytical framework of the "vernacular public
arena" where negotiations, dialogues, debates and contestations occur
among "vernacular publics." This reflects the profound changes in
Indian democracy as diverse social groups, including dalits, adivasis
and Other Backward Classes; minorities, women; individuals from rural
areas, towns, and cities; the poor and the new middle classes - the
"vernacular publics" - participate in new ways in India's public life. This
participation is not confined to electoral politics, but has extended to
the public arenas in which these groups have begun to raise their voice
publicly and to negotiate and engage in dialogue with each other and
the wider world. Contributors demonstrate that the participation of
vernacular publics has resulted in the broadening of Indian democracy
itself which focuses on the ways of governance, improving people's
lives, life chances, and living environments. An original, comprehensive
study that furthers our understanding of the unfolding political
dynamism and the complex reshuffling and reassembling taking place
in Indian society and politics, this book will be relevant to academics
with an interest in South Asian Studies from a variety of disciplines,
including Political Science, Sociology, Anthropology and Media Studies"
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Sommario/riassunto Stéphane Mallarmé (1842-1898) is one of the giants of nineteenth-
century French poetry. Leader of the Symbolist movement, he exerted a
powerful influence on modern literature and thought, which can be
traced in the works of Paul Valéry, W.B. Yeats, and Jacques Derrida.
From his early twenties until the time of his death, Mallarmé produced
poems of astonishing originality and beauty, many of which have
become classics. In the Collected Poems, Henry Weinfield brings the
oeuvre of this European master to life for an English-speaking
audience, essentially for the first time. All the poems that the author
chose to retain are here, superbly rendered by Weinfield in a translation
that comes remarkably close to Mallarmé's own voice. Weinfield
conveys not simply the meaning but the spirit and music of the French



originals, which appear en face. Whether writing in verse or prose, or
inventing an altogether new genre-as he did in the amazing "Coup de
Dés"-Mallarmé was a poet of both supreme artistry and great difficulty.
To illuminate Mallarmé's poetry for twentieth-century readers,
Weinfield provides an extensive commentary that is itself an important
work of criticism. He sets each poem in the context of the work as a
whole and defines the poems' major symbols. Also included are an
introduction and a bibliography. Publication of this collection is a major
literary event in the English-speaking world: here at last is the work of
a major figure, masterfully translated.



