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In The Buddhist Goddess Marishiten , David A. Hall provides an in-
depth exploration of the Buddhist cult of the warrior goddess Mrc; its
evolution in India, China, and Japan; its texts and their audience; its
rituals; and, finally, its efficacy as experienced by the Japanese warrior
class—the bushi or samurai. In examining the psychological effects of
these rituals on the Japanese warrior this volume moves beyond a
narrowly focused examination of a religious cult. David A. Hall
convincingly explains how these rituals aimed at preparing the warrior
for combat and acted as an antidote for the toxicity of Post-Traumatic
Stress Disorder (PTSD) when the warrior returned from the battlefield.
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Given the success of conditional cash transfer (CCT) programs
elsewhere, in 2010 the Government of Tanzania rolled out a pilot CCT
program in three districts. Its aim was to see if, using a model relying
on communities to target beneficiaries and deliver payments, the
program could improve outcomes for the poor the way centrally-run
CCT programs have in other contexts. The program provided cash
payments to poor households, but conditioned payments on complying
with certain health and education requirements. Given scarce
resources, the Government randomly selected 40 out of 80 eligible
villages



