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This bold and innovative book traces the phenomenon of the "odyssey"
experience as it shapes, informs, and defines our lives. Drawing on an
astonishing range of examples, Neil J. Smelser focuses on how such
experiences enhance our lives and provide us with meaning and
dignity. The odyssey experience, as Smelser advances it, is generic,
widespread, and recurring. It is a finite period of disengagement from
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the routines of life and immersion into a simpler, transitory, often
collective, usually intense period of involvement that culminates in
some kind of regeneration. By examining a variety of topics as part of a
larger, overarching phenomenon, Smelser transforms their study from
the particular to the comparative. The Odyssey Experience thus reaches
beyond a simple description of where and how transformations occur in
daily life to offer a profound explanation for why they are there.
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This book introduces architects, engineers, builders, and urban
planners to a range of design principles of sustainable communities
and illustrates them with outstanding case studies. Drawing on the
author’s experience as well as local and international case studies,
Fundamentals of Sustainable Neighbourhoods presents planning
concepts that minimize developments' carbon footprint through
compact communities, adaptable and expandable dwellings, adaptable
landscapes, and smaller-sized yet quality-designed housing. This book
also: Examines in-depth global strategies for minimizing the residential
carbon footprint, including district heating, passive solar gain, net-zero
residences, as well as preserving the communities' natural assets
Reconsiders conceptual approaches in building design and urban
planning to promote a better connection between communities and
nature Demonstrates practical applications of green architecture
Focuses on innovative living spaces in urban environments.


