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In recent years, the study of unnatural narratives has become an
exciting new but still disparate research program in narrative theory.
For the first time, this collection of essays presents and discusses the
new analytical tools that have so far been developed on the basis of
unnatural novels, short stories, and plays and extends these findings
through analyses of testimonies, comics, graphic novels, films, and oral
narratives. Many narratives do not only mimetically reproduce the world
as we know it but confront us with strange narrative worlds which rely
on principles that have very little to do with the actual world around us.
The essays in this collection develop new narratological tools and
modeling systems which are designed to capture the strangeness and
extravagance of such anti-realist narratives. Taken together, the essays
offer a systematic investigation of anti-mimetic techniques and
strategies that relate to different narrative parameters, different media,
and different periods within literary history.


