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In 1719, Jean-Francois-Benjamin Dumont de Montigny set sail for
Louisiana with a commission as a lieutenant after a year in Quebec. His
adventures over the next 18 years, as recorded in his 1747 memoir,
underscore the complexity of the expanding French Atlantic world,
offering a singular perspective on early colonialism in Louisiana. His life
story also provides detailed descriptions and illustrations of the

peoples and environment of the lower Mississippi valley. Dumont
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