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This volume seeks to introduce and deepen the understanding of Islam
and its role in politics as encountered in different national and
transnational contexts in Southeast Asia, eschewing the neo-orientalist
approach that has informed public discourse in recent years. In
Encountering Islam, the book lingers beyond the summary moment and
reflects on the multiple impressions, suppressions and repressions,
whether coherent or incoherent, associated with Islam as a socio-
political force in public life. To this end, it is not adequate simply to
represent the divergent identities associated with Islam in Southeast
Asia, whether embedded in state-endorsed orthodoxy or Islamic
movements that contest such orthodoxy. It is also important to
examine religious minorities in political contexts where Islam is
dominant and Muslim communities in national contexts where they are
minorities. By situating these religious identities within their larger
socio-political contexts, this volume seeks to provide a more holistic
understanding of what is encountered as Islam in Southeast Asia.
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Intertidal History in Island Southeast Asia shows the vital part maritime
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Southeast Asians played in struggles against domination of the
seventeenth-century spice trade by local and European rivals. Looking
beyond the narrative of competing mercantile empires, it draws on
European and Southeast Asian sources to illustrate Sama sea people's
alliances and intermarriage with the sultanate of Makassar and the
Bugis realm of Boné. Contrasting with later portrayals of the Sama as
stateless pirates and sea gypsies, this history of shifting political and
interethnic ties among the people of Sulawesi's littorals and its land-
based realms, along with their shared interests on distant coasts,
exemplifies how regional maritime dynamics interacted with social and
political worlds above the high-water mark.


