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This book engages with key intellectual challenges facing social science
today, at a time when it is under considerable pressure to demonstrate
its value. It addresses questions that carry implications for research
practice, quantitative or qualitative, by making use of contemporary
examples, such as the London riots.
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This book discusses the main mechanical features of masonry buildings
and the peculiarities that affect their structural behaviour. It also
examines technical information regarding accidents that have occurred
in recent years in the Metropolitan Region of Recife, along with the
historical records of these events, followed by indications of the causes
for the collapse. The book offers extensive experimental results that
make it possible to identify the contribution of several mortar

rendering layers to the load capacity of the tested specimens. Lastly, it
explores the factors that influenced the load capacity of the tested
specimens.



