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Today, the Tower of London is a tourist site, home only to the crown
jewels, but not long ago the imposing structure held traitors, political
prisoners, and more, often on their way to the chopping block. Even
outside of this famous building, prisons have changed radically since
the Norman Conquest in 1066. In the first book on the history of
prisons in Britain, former prison governor and professor of criminology
David Wilson offers unrivaled insight into the penal system in England,
Scotland, and Wales, charting the rise and fall of forms of punishments
that take place behind their walls
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