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The origin and nature of the earliest universities are the subjects of this
famous and witty set of lectures by the man whom eminent scholars
have called "without exaggeration... the soul of the renascence of
medieval studies in the United States." Great as the differences are
between the earliest universities and those of today, the fact remains,
says Professor Haskins, the "the university of the twentieth century is
the lineal descendant of medieval Paris and Bologna." In demonstrating
this fact, he brings to life the institutions, instruction, professors, and
students of the Middle Ages.
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Since the West's very early flirtations with the modern Near East, and
especially in the past 100 years of East-West relations, there has been
considerable difficulty in understanding and defining the Middle East,
the Arab world, pan-Arabism, Arab nationalism, and Middle Eastern
identities in general. The Western impulse of conflating national
identity with language, state, and ethnicity-often subsuming Arabic
language into Arab ethnicity-has contributed to this misunderstanding
and misreading of the region. For, while the Middle East can be
accurately referred to by way of t
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