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The investments needed to deliver sustainable water and sanitation
services, including the funds that are needed to operate and maintain
the infrastructure, expand their coverage and upgrade service delivery
to meet current social and environmental expectations, are huge. Yet,
most systems are underfunded with dire consequences for water and
sanitation users, especially the poorest. Providing sustainable drinking
water supply and sanitation services requires sound financial basis and
strategic financial planning to ensure that existing and future financial
resources are commensurate with investment needs as well as the costs
of operating and maintaining services. Some of the key messages of
the report are:- WSS generate substantial benefits for the economy-
Investment needs to generate these benefits are large in both OECD
and developing countries- Tariffs are a preferred funding source, but
public budgets and ODA will have a role to play, too- Markets-based
repayable finance is heeded to cover high up-front capital investment
costs- Strategic financial planning and other OECD tools can help
Governments move forward
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The commercial revolution of the seventeenth century deeply changed
English culture. In this ambitious book, Blair Hoxby explores what that
economic transformation meant to the century's greatest poet, John
Milton, and to the broader literary tradition in which he worked. Hoxby
places Milton's work-as well as the writings of contemporary reformers
like the Levellers, poets like John Dryden, and political economists like
Sir William Petty-within the framework of England's economic history
between 1601 and 1724. Literary history swerved in this period, Hoxby
demonstrates, as a burgeoning economic discourse pressed authors to
reimagine ideas about self, community, and empire. Hoxby shows that,



contrary to commonly held views, Milton was a sophisticated economic
thinker. Close readings of Milton's prose and verse reveal the
importance of economic ideas in a wide range of his most famous
writings, from Areopagitica to Samson Agonistes to Paradise Lost.



