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Since the days of the Spanish Conquest, the indigenous populations of
Andean Bolivia have struggled to preserve their textile-based writings.
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This struggle continues today, both in schools and within the larger
culture. The Metamorphosis of Heads explores the history and cultural
significance of Andean textile writings--weavings and kipus (knotted
cords), and their extreme contrasts in form and production from
European alphabet-based texts. Denise Arnold examines the
subjugation of native texts in favor of European ones through the
imposition of homogenized curricula by the Educational Reform


