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In the early and mid-1940's, during the period of British wartime
occupation, community and religious leaders in the former Italian
colony of Eritrea engaged in a course of intellectual and political debate
that marked the beginnings of a genuine national consciousness across
the region. During the late 1940's and 1950's, the scope of these
concerns slowly expanded as the nascent nationalist movement
brought together Muslim activists with the increasingly disaffected
community of Eritrean Christians.  The Eritrean Muslim League emerged
as the first genuine pro-independence organization in the
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