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Legal history has usually been written in terms of writs and  legislation,
and the development of legal doctrine. Christopher Brooks,  in this
series of essays roughly half of which are previously  unpublished,
approaches the law from two different angles: the uses made  of courts
and the fluctuations in the fortunes of the legal profession.  Based on
extensive original research, his work has helped to redefine  the
parameters of British legal history, away from procedural  development
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and the refinement of legal doctrine and towards the real  impact that
the law had in society. He also places


