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Adomnan, ninth abbot of Iona, wrote his book, On Holy Places (De Locis
Sanctis), in the closing years of the seventh century. It is a detailed
account of the sites mentioned in the Christian scriptures, the overall
topography, and the shrines that are in Palestine and Egypt at that
time. It is neatly broken into three parts: Jerusalem, the surrounding
areas, and then a few other places. The whole has a contemporary and
lively feel; and the reader is then not surprised when Adomnan says he
got his information from a ''Gallic bishop name Arculf''. Things then get
interesting for the more one pr


