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The writing of prosimetrum in the Middle Ages -- The authority of the
consolation -- The interlocutors -- Situating the self -- Truth and
instability in the prosimetra -- Fabulous philosophizing after 1170 --
Prose and poetry in the prosimetra -- Hildebert of Lavardin, The
complaint and quarrel of the body and the soul -- Lawrence of
Durham, Consolation on the death of a friend.

From c. 1100 until c. 1170, Latin prosimetrical texts characterized by
dialogue, allegory, and philosophical speculation enjoyed a notable
popularity within the cultural ambit of the French cathedral schools.
Inspired by Boethius’ Consolation of Philosophy , the prosimetrum
writers applied his literary techniques to the ethical and anthropological
concerns of their own era, producing texts of great artistry in the
process. This book investigates the rise of the Boethian impulse in
Latin, the innovations of the twelfth-century writers, the difficulties that
arose when they attempted to recapture the certainty that characterized
the Consolation , and the survival of aspects of this literary mode in
later Latin and vernacular literature.
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De serie 'Voorstudies en achtergronden' omvat werkstukken die in het
kader van de werkzaamheden van de WRR tot stand zijn gekomen en
naar zijn oordeel van zodanige kwaliteit en betekenis zijn, dat

publicatie gewenst is. De verantwoordelijkheid voor de inhoud en de
ingenomen standpunten berust bij de auteurs.

The series 'Preliminary studies and backgrounds' comprises papers that
have been produced within the framework of the work of the WRR and
in his opinion are of such quality and significance that publication is
desirable. Responsibility for the content and the positions adopted
rests with the authors.



