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The 12 articles of this volume show the many facets of contact in al-
Andalus and Medieval Iberia, reminding us of how contact influenced
art and learning in a wide range of fields: politics, science, philosophy,
music and religion; offering views of how contact between societies
affects both language, stereotype and assimilation; examining how war
and conflict (re)define the representation of ideas, places and people;
and demonstrating how representations changed over time through
contact and conflict. Lessons of the past apply today as al-Andalus
captures the modern imagination and cultures continue to come into
contact across borders which either allow fluid diffusion of ideas or
block passage.
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Throughout the nineteenth century the British Empire was the subject
of much writing; floods of articles, books and government reports were
produced about the areas under British control and the policy of
imperialism. Mid-Victorian Imperialists investigates how the Victorians
made sense of all the information regarding the empire by examining
the writings of a collection of gentlemen who were amongst the first
people to join the Colonial Society in 1868-69. These men included
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imperial officials, leading settlers, British politicians and writers, and
Beasley looks at the common tren


