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Columbia University began the second half of the twentieth century in
decline, bottoming out with the student riots of 1968. Yet by the close
of the century, the institution had regained its stature as one of the
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greatest universities in the world.According to the New York Times, ?If
any one person is responsible for Columbia's recovery, it is surely
Michael Sovern." In this memoir, Sovern, who served as the university's
president from 1980 to 1993, recounts his sixty-year involvement with
the institution, as well as his experiences growing up poor in the South
Bronx and attending


