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This book in two volumes is devoted to examining the first encounter
between traditional Judaism and modern European culture, and the first
thinkers who sought to combine the Torah with science, revelation with
reason, prophecy with philosophy, Jewish ethics with European culture,
worldliness with sanctity, and universalism with the particular
redemption of the Jews. These religious thinkers of the nineteenth
century struggled with challenges of the modern age that continue to
confront the modern Jews to this day. This objective work of
scholarship, neither simplistic and isolationist nor destructive and
arrogant, will be of interest to the modern thinker and to scholars of
the history of religions. It is relevant to comparative study between
Judaism and the various denominations of Christianity and other faiths
that seek to find a middle way between their traditions and modernity.
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There was a time when rural comedians drew most of their humor from
tales of farmers' daughters, hogs, hens, and hill country high jinks.
Lum and Abner and Ma and Pa Kettle might not have toured happily
under the ""Redneck"" marquee, but they were its precursors. In Ain't
That a Knee-Slapper: Rural Comedy in the Twentieth Century , author
Tim Hollis traces the evolution of this classic American form of humor
in the mass media, beginning with the golden age of radio, when such
comedians as Bob Burns, Judy Canova, and Lum and Abner kept
listeners laughing. The book then moves into the motion pic
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