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The advent of the nuclear age in 1945 fundamentally altered the course
of human events. The oceans are not the focus of the nuclear age, but
the affairs of the oceans are deeply woven into the history of that age.
Knowledge of what the nuclear age has meant for the oceans, however,
is highly fragmented and there exists a surprising gap in research on
the impact of the nuclear age on the oceans and on ocean law and
policy. Ranging from dumped wastes to transportation to security, this
study frames the complex multidimensional set of relationships
between the oceans and the nuclear age and illuminates patterns of
impact and response in ocean law. This timely expanded edition
includes a new chapter by Lt. Todd Hutchins, USN, on “Nuclear Risks in
Coastal Areas: Legal and Regulatory Responses.” It provides a full
discussion of the 2011 coastal Fukushima Nuclear Power Plant disaster,
together with analysis more generally of the challenges to the
environment and to the legal order globally that are posed by coastal
siting of nuclear power plants.


