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Bamako Sounds tells the story of an African city, its people, their
values, and their music. Centered on the music and musicians of
Bamako, Mali's booming capital city, this book reveals a community of
artists whose lives and works evince a complex world shaped by urban
culture, postcolonialism, musical expression, religious identity, and
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intellectual property.Drawing on years of ethnographic research with
classically trained players of the kora (a twenty-one-string West African
harp) as well as more contemporary, hip-hop influenced musicians and
producers, Ryan Thomas Skinner analyzes how Bam


