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During the ""Orange Revolution"" in Ukraine, the second largest country
in Europe came close to a violent break-up similar to that in
neighboring Moldova, which witnessed a violent secession of the
Transdniestria region. Numerous elections, including the hotly
contested 2004 presidential elections in Ukraine, and surveys of public
opinion showed significant regional divisions in these post-Soviet
countries. Western parts of Ukraine and Moldova, as well as the Muslim
Crimean Tatars, were vocal supporters of independence, nationalist,
and pro-Western parties and politicians. In contrast, Eastern


