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The contributors to this book discuss the new conjunctions that have
emerged between foreign policy events and politicized expressions of
Russian nationalism since 2005. The 2008 war with Georgia, as well as
conflicts with Ukraine and other East European countries over the
memory of the Soviet Union, and the Russian interpretation of the 2005
French riots have all contributed to reinforcing narratives of Russia as a
fortress surrounded by aggressive forces, in the West and CIS.This
narrative has found support not only in state structures, but also within
the larger public. It has



