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This book includes contributions from a wide range of interested
observers and practitioners in the field of children in care and
adoption, focusing on a core aspect of their emotional well-being and
mental health. It focuses in particular on psychoanalytic, systemic and
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attachment theory approaches to the question of 'belonging': can these
children allow themselves to belong to their new families, and also can
these new families allow themselves to belong to these children? Highly
innovative clinical work with these children in various settings is
discussed alongside chapters that provide thought-provoking
commentaries from practitioners surveying the often extremely
disturbing societal and systemic landscape for the emotional lives of
these children.The book is written to be accessible to clinicians,
practitioners, researchers, policy advisors and students of all
disciplines who have an interest in or brief to work with fostered and
adopted children. It is hoped that the book will be used for teaching
purposes on courses qualifying professionals across the child
development, mental health and social care spectrum.


