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Cover; Title Page; Copyright Page; Dedication Page; Table of Contents;
Acknowledgments; Introduction: The Work of Interviews; 1. Talking to
People about Art; 2. Ghostly Stories: Interviews with Artists in Dakar
and the Productive Space around Absence; 3. Can the Artist Speak?:
Hamid Kachmar's Subversive Redemptive Art of Resistance; 4.
Photography, Narrative Interventions, and (Cross) Cultural
Representations; 5. Narrating the Artist: Seyni Camara and the Multiple
Constructions of the Artistic Persona; 6. Interview: Akinbode Akinbiyi

7. Interweaving Narratives of Art and Activism: Sandra Kriel's Heroic
Women8. Politics of Narrative at the African Burial Ground in New York
City: The Final Monument; 9. Who Owns the Past?: Constructing an Art
History of a Malian Masquerade; 10. Framing Practices: Artists' Voices
and the Power of Self-Representation; 11. Undisciplined Knowledge;
Appendix: Interlocutors; Contributors; Index

Joanna Grabski and Carol Magee bring together a compelling collection
that shows how interviews can be used to generate new meaning and
how connecting with artists and their work can transform artistic
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production into innovative critical insights and knowledge. The
contributors to this volume include artists, museum curators, art
historians, and anthropologists, who address artistic production in a
variety of locations and media to question previous uses of interview
and provoke alternative understandings of art.
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An Extraordinary Event in 1732 -- "Querelle des femmes" and Debates
on the "Woman Question" -- Women in Science and Medicine in Europe
Prior to the Eighteenth Century -- Laura Bassi: Her Education and Her
Marriage -- The Slow Start of Laura Bassi's Scientific Career and the
Bolognese Community's Response to her Work -- A Transition from the
"Old" to the New Science -- Scientific Works by Laura Bassi and
Giuseppe Veratti -- Laura Bassi and her Networks (1732-1745) --
Correspondence with Men in Science and Medicine (1746-1778) --
Famous Women in Science in Laura Bassi's Epoch -- After Laura Bassi:
Women in Science and Health careers in Nineteenth Century lItaly.

This book presents the extraordinary story of a Bolognese woman of

the settecento. Laura Maria Caterina Bassi (1711-1778) defended 49
Theses at the University of Bologna on April 17, 1732 and was awarded
a doctoral degree on May 12 of the same year. Three weeks before her
defense, she was made a member of the Academy of Sciences in
Bologna. On June 27 she defended 12 additional Theses. Several of the
61 Theses were on physics and other science topics. Laura was drawn



by the philosophy of Newton at a time when most scientists in Europe
were still focused on Descartes and Galen. This last set of Theses was
to encourage the University of Bologna to provide a lectureship to
Laura, which they did on October 29, 1732. Although quite famous in
her day, Laura Bassi is unfortunately not remembered much today. This
book presents Bassi within the context of the century when she lived
and worked, an era where no women could attend university anywhere
in the world, and even less become a professor or a member of an
academy. Laura was appointed to the Chair of experimental physics in
1776 until her death. Her story is an amazing one. Laura was a mother,
a wife and a good scientist for over 30 years. She made the transition
from the old science to the new very early on in her career. Her work
was centered on real problems that the City of Bologna needed to
solve. It was an exciting time of discovery and she was at the edge of it
all the way. Cover Image: Courtesy of Bononia University Press, from
Marta Franceschini’s Laura Bassi Minerva bolognese, illustrated by
Alessandro Battara, 2011 © Bononia University Press, 2011 Portrait of
Laura Maria Caterina Bassi at the Palazzo Poggi in Bologna. The
illustration includes her thesis and certificate and a globe. The little girl
is Laura as a child, a unique girl who lives in a world of her own, where
the objects she fantasizes about are not toys or dolls but scientific
instruments, tools, geometric shapes. In her mind, she sees the world
she will live in, as a woman who will shape history; she is already living
and sparking, almost like magic blended with science.



