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In many ways, John H. Black typified the thousands of volunteers who
fought for the Union during the Civil War. Born in 1834 and raised on
his family's farm near Allegheny Township, Pennsylvania, Black taught
school until he, like many Pennsylvanians, rushed to defend the Union
after the attack on Fort Sumter in April 1861. He served with the
Twelfth Pennsylvania Cavalry, one of the Union's most unruly,
maligned, and criticized units.Consistently outperformed early in the
conflict, the Twelfth finally managed to salvage much of its reputation
by the end of the war. Throughout



