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Traditional houses among the tribal populations of northeast India have
long attracted the interest of anthropologists and visitors. Until now,
however, they have not been carefully documented. René Kolkman, a
professional architect in Amsterdam, studied the homes of 37 different
ethnic groups in Assam, Meghalaya and Arunachal Pradesh. His
detailed drawings, photographs and personal stories show us the
diversity of living spaces in this fascinating cultural area. Longhouses
and square houses, built on platforms, built on plinths and housing as
many as eighty-six people, these traditional houses are distinct. And
although they have changed and are changing still, each of these 34
individual house-types remains immediately recognisable.
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