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"Written for those who design, redesign, and assess writing programs,
Very Like a Whale is an intensive discussion of writing program
assessment issues. Taking its title from Hamlet, the book explores the
multifaceted forces that shape writing programs and the central role
these programs can and should play in defining college education.
Given the new era of assessment in higher education, writing programs
must provide valid evidence that they are serving students, instructors,
administrators, alumni, accreditors, and policymakers. This book
introduces new conceptualizations associated with assessment, making
them clear and available to those in the profession of rhetoric and
composition/writing studies. It also offers strategies that aid in
gathering information about the relative success of a writing program
in achieving its identified goals.  Philosophically and historically aligned
with quantitative approaches, White, Elliot, and Peckham use case study
and best-practice scholarship to demonstrate the applicability of their
innovative approach, termed Design for Assessment (DFA). Well
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grounded in assessment theory, Very Like a Whale will be of practical
use to new and seasoned writing program administrators alike, as well
as to any educator involved with the accreditation process"--
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Sommario/riassunto This book demonstrates the influence of geometry on the qualitative
behaviour of solutions of quasilinear PDEs on Riemannian manifolds.
Motivated by examples arising, among others, from the theory of
submanifolds, the authors study classes of coercive elliptic differential
inequalities on domains of a manifold M with very general
nonlinearities depending on the variable x, on the solution u and on its
gradient. The book highlights the mean curvature operator and its
variants, and investigates the validity of strong maximum principles,
compact support principles and Liouville type theorems. In particular, it
identifies sharp thresholds involving curvatures or volume growth of
geodesic balls in M to guarantee the above properties under
appropriate Keller-Osserman type conditions, which are investigated in
detail throughout the book, and discusses the geometric reasons
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behind the existence of such thresholds. Further, the book also
provides a unified review of recent results in the literature, and creates
a bridge with geometry by studying the validity of weak and strong
maximum principles at infinity, in the spirit of Omori-Yau’s Hessian
and Laplacian principles and subsequent improvements.


