
UNINA99104635909033211. Record Nr.

Titolo Secular says, sacred moments [[electronic resource] ] : the America
columns of Robert Coles / / Robert Coles

Pubbl/distr/stampa East Lansing, MI, : Michigan State University Press, 2013

ISBN 1-62895-112-5
1-60917-358-9

Descrizione fisica 1 online resource (145 p.)

Disciplina 277.3/082
277.3082

Soggetti Religion and sociology - United States - History - 20th century
Christianity - 20th century
Electronic books.
United States Religion History 20th century
United States Social conditions 20th century

Lingua di pubblicazione Inglese

Formato

Livello bibliografico

Note generali Essays by Robert Coles herein first appeared as columns in the America
National Catholic Weekly.

Nota di contenuto Contents; Foreword by David D. Cooper; November 23, 1996. We're
hoping for a few extra moments of the sacred during these long secular
days.; January 4, 1997. "The doctors, they be strutters. They need
teaching."; February 1, 1997. Merton and Milosz find common ground
in their skepticism-the distance they put between themselves and
faddish trends.; February 15, 1997. Like a Hebrew prophet, Erikson was
insisting upon psychological investigation as a moral calling.
March 1, 1997. "The Third Reich was a product of German history, but
it was not the only possibility open to the country at that time."March
22, 1997. Surely someone would come by, see me standing there
helplessly, offer a phone or a lift.; April 5, 1997. I was witness to the
moral energy a painter or photographer can stir in children.; May 3,
1997. There is hope in those sudden, unexpected, breakthrough
experiences that bring us a blessed spell of inwardness.; May 31, 1997.
This double standard could all too readily be accommodated by the
slippery imprecisions of psychiatric jargon.
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July 19, 1997. The doctor who is sick now turns his students into the
kind of physician he himself has been with others.August 2, 1997.
Through the use of fictional strategies, the writer offers us a clue about
oppression.; September 13, 1997. What appears to be bizarre and
senseless is in many cases a quite reasonable expression of horror.;
November 8, 1997. "I'm really sorry. I never should have opened the
door without looking. . . . I was lost in thought. I wasn't thinking."
December 6, 1997. It was the old story of teachers who have a lot to
learn from their humble, yet knowing, students.January 17, 1998.
Dorothy Day spoke of the irony: "All that philosophical knowledge, and
such a moral failure;  such blindness-and worse-in a life."; February
14, 1998. In Othello we meet a man of great dignity and refinement
who is gradually undone.; February 28, 1998. Bonhoeffer's position in
society, his personal safety, and, if need be, his very life were not to be
defended at all costs.
March 21, 1998. Psychotherapy, in all its American banality, is
redeemed through its emphasis on the personal as part of the
communal.March 28, 1998. I wondered if she really believed what she
seemed to believe, whether she wasn't really quite frightened
"underneath."; April 25, 1998. I could lecture on the moral and social
inquiry and myself behave like a moral and social outcast.; July 4, 1998.
Once more I took note of the psychological acuity, the capacity to
figure out others with a certain thoughtful detachment.
August 29, 1998. This child knew that misdeeds deserve, warrant an
expression of regret.
No writer or public intellectual of our era has been as sensitive to the
role of faith in the lives of ordinary Americans as Robert Coles. Though
not religious in the conventional sense, Coles is unparalleled in his
astute understanding and respect for the relationship between secular
life and sacredness, which cuts across his large body of work. Drawing
inspiration from figures like Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Dorothy Day, and
Simone Weil, Coles's extensive writings explore the tug of war between
faith and doubt. As Coles himself admits, the "back-and-forthness
between faith and doubt is the story


