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What does it mean to be a citizen? What impact does an active
democracy have on its citizenry and why does it fail or succeed in
fulfilling its promises? Most modern democracies seem unable to
deliver the goods that citizens expect; many politicians seem to have
given up on representing the wants and needs of those who elected
them and are keener on representing themselves and their financial
backers. What will it take to bring democracy back to its original
promise of rule by the people? Bernd Reiter's timely analysis reaches
back to ancient Greece and the Roman Republic in searc
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