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Historians and novelists alike have described the vigilantism that took
root in the gold-mining communities of Montana in the mid-1860's,
but Mark C. Dillon is the first to examine the subject through the prism
of American legal history, considering the state of criminal justice and
law enforcement in the western territories and also trial procedures,
gubernatorial politics, legislative enactments, and constitutional rights.
Using newspaper articles, diaries, letters, biographies, invoices, and
books that speak to the compelling history of Montana's vigilantism in
the 1860's, Dillon


