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This book seeks to understand how rapidly proliferating and resource-
intensive urbanism affects everyday lived environments and the
ecological processes that undergird them in Indian cities. Case studies
on nature conservation in the city, urban housing and slum
development, waste management, the history and practice of urban
planning, and contestations over the quality of air, water, and
sanitation in the major cities of Delhi and Mumbai, illuminate the urban
ecology perspective at different points across the twentieth century.
The book therefore explores how struggles over the environment and
quality of life in urban centers are increasingly framed in terms of their
future place in a landscape of global sustainability, and the future
relationship between cities and their changing hinterlands. It brings
both historical particularity and ethnographic nuance to the questions
of urban ecology in Indian cities, offering novel insights into some of
the most vital theoretical and practical debates on urbanism and
sustainability.
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This is a sequel to the author's book entitled ""Entropy Demystified™".
The aim is essentially the same as that of the previous book by the
author: to present Entropy and the Second Law as simple, meaningful
and comprehensible concepts. In addition, this book presents a series
of experiments which are designed to help the reader discover entropy
and the Second Law. While doing the experiments, the reader will
encounter no unexpected results, and concepts of entropy and the
Second Law will emerge naturally from these experiments without a
tinge of mystery. These concepts are explained with the



